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Four new surveys; please contribute!

Our project to look at the wildlife and Natural History of Cambridge City and its immediate 
environs is now well underway. Our study area is an 8x8km square centred on the junction 
of Mill Road and Covent Garden. Our project has three main components: species surveys, a 
survey of gardens and ongoing recording by local experts. 

We are beginning four new surveys and are asking everyone to send in their records from 
our study area. If you are unsure of the boundaries of the study area look on our web site: 
nathistcam.org.uk or just send in the record and we will add them: nathistcam@gmail.com.

Muntjac Deer are frequent visitors to large gardens in the north and west of our study 
area; they have been seen in Mill Road cemetery in the middle of our project area. They are 
not native and can cause considerable damage to gardens and graze the understorey of 
woodlands  degrading  habitats  for  specialist  woodland  birds.  They  grow  to  the  size  of 
German  Shepherd  dogs  often  with  a  “cowering”  hunched  appearance.  They  could  be 
confused with native  Roe Deer which can be seen in open farmland on the edge of our 
project area but Roe Deer bound away showing a white “bum”! Please send us your records 
of Muntjacs.

                                            Muntjac Deer                                                          Grass Snake

Reptile survey. Please send us records of Viviparous (Common) Lizards and Grass Snakes. 
A small population of Viviparous Lizards live in Orchard Park but their habitat is threatened 
by building development; another population is close by in the stone supports of a bridge 
over the A14. Grass Snakes are found frequently at Empty Common (the area along the 
brook between Brooklands Avenue and Long Road). They are not venomous and are olive 
green often with a bright yellow collar. Where else do they occur in our project area? Please 
send us your records. A Red-eared Terrapin, an abandoned aquarium specimen, lives in a 
farm reservoir in our project area – it must be 30 years old! How many more are there? 

Hedgehogs are having a very tough time; please send us all records including road kills. 
They can be found throughout our project area. 

http://www.nathistcam.org.uk/
mailto:nathistcam@gmail.com


Tawny Owls are now dispersing from their nest sites. Young birds can arrive anywhere with 
tree cover and open ground. They are rodent feeders and earthworm eaters. The “twit-too-
whoo” is a popular rendition of their call but combines the call of females, a sharp “kerwick” 
and the males call “whu whu whoooo”. Please send us sound and any sight records.

Viviparous or Common Lizard

    With all your records please include:
 Location – if possible a grid reference 

but a street address or postcode will 
also do

 Date (and time of day if relevant)
 Habitat  (not  strictly  necessary,  but 

desirable)
 Behaviour (if relevant)

Notes of some of the plants and animals 
we are recording are on the blog on our 
website. Do follow it – it is being updated.

The overwintering Blackcap survey continues – records to date are on our July blog. When 
does overwintering begin? Migrants  can pass through our  gardens into October  so any 
records after mid-October would be welcome. 

The Rook survey will continue next year. In February we counted Rooks nests and found 108 
nests in just six active rookeries all in the north and east of our project area; the majority in 
the Cherry Hinton area. In 1959/60 there were 1,158 nests in 62 rookeries.

The Mistletoe survey, which started in January 2017, will continue – we have had very few 
records from Cherry Hinton – is this due to lack of recording, a real absence of the parasite 
or even due to Rooks (see above)! What is the reason?

Future species surveys include Fish (of all sorts), Little Egret and Grey Heron, Redwings and 
Fieldfares, and Bee Orchids in lawns.

Garden surveys

The  second  main  strand  of  recording  is  a 
survey of plants and animals in Cambridge 
gardens. This will last for three years; so far, 
this  year  we have recorded in  16 gardens 
and four more are planned. We will  record 
vascular  plants,  bryophytes,  mammals 
(including  bats)  and  birds  seen  by 
householders and recorders.

There’s a form on our website, under garden 
survey  details,  if  you’d  like  to  record  the 
wildlife in your garden and send it to us.

Photos unattributed - Creative Commons 
Little Egret - Bob Jarman

If you can offer a suitable garden, or could lead one of our monthly projects or could 
start an altogether new recording scheme please let us know.

For further information, visit our website www.nathistcam.org.uk  
and read our blogs. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Bob Jarman 
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