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NatHistCam is  a  new  project  to  study  the  wild  plants  and  animals  found  in  the  city,
concentrating on the built-up area from south of the A14 to Babraham Park & Ride, and east
from the M11 to Teversham. Our study area is an 8 x 8 km square centred on the junction of Mill
Road  and  Covent  Garden.  This  is  64  square  kilometres  with  the  edges  of  Girton  and
Horningsea at the top corners and Byron's Pool and the Gogs in the southern corners.

Progress

Our project has three main components: monthly surveys, a survey of gardens and ongoing
recording by local experts. 

The years  2017-2019 are  the  main  period  of  recording,  but  for  some species  groups with
existing long-term records, notably vascular plants and bryophytes (mosses and liverworts),
birds and mammals, we shall report on the period 2010-2019. Records will also be considered
in historical and future contexts.

Mistletoe survey

Monthly surveys started in January 2017 with a survey of Mistletoe distribution, which appears
to have expanded massively in recent years. We found an obvious preference of Mistletoe for
urban areas. However, we have had no records from Cherry Hinton and Trumpington and need
to check next winter to see if this absence is real. A dying garden apple tree in Huntingdon Road
is so heavily parasitised that the mistletoe it has probably contributed to the death of its host.  

Over-wintering Blackcaps

We  carried  out  a  survey  of  over-wintering
Blackcaps.  They  are  a  principal  vector  of
Mistletoe  seeds.  From  December  2016  to
March 2017 Blackcaps were recorded at 28
locations  in  the  study  area.  At  one  site  in
Huntingdon  Road  two  male  Blackcaps
vigorously defended a mistletoe clump from
Blackbirds.  Mistle  Thrushes  are  another
distributor of mistletoe in the tops of trees and
during our study period Waxwings were also
seen eating Mistletoe berries in the Science
Park. 

Male Blackcap, Girton College in March 2017



Rooks’ nests

In February we counted Rooks’ nests and found 108 nests in just six active rookeries all in the
north and east of our project area. In 1928 - the year of the first Cambridge Bird Club’s Annual
Report - 662 Rooks’ nests were counted within a mile radius of Market Square, Cambridge,
while an article in Nature in Cambridgeshire reported 1,158 nests in 62 rookeries in Cambridge
City in 1960. In 1975 it was estimated that 65% of Rooks nests in Cambridgeshire were in Elms;
many nest  sites  were  lost  to  Dutch  elm disease.  This  dramatic  decline  is  probably  due to
agricultural intensification, use of toxic agricultural chemicals (some deliberate poisoning) and
the loss of meadows and pasture for feeding. Rooks forage for leatherjackets!

Current and future surveys

Our  current  survey  is  of  Hedgehog  distribution.  Future  plans  include  Moles,  Large  Red
Damselfly,  Wool  Carder  Bees,  Snakes  and  Lizards,  Fish,  Muntjac  Deer,  Little  Egrets  and
Herons, Ivy Bees and Bee Orchids in lawns.  

Bee Orchids in Longworth Avenue, 
Chesterton 

Wildlife in gardens

The second main strand of recording is a survey of wildlife
in gardens across Cambridge. This will last for three years,
with about 20 gardens recorded per year.  We will record
vascular plants, bryophytes, mammals (including bats) and
birds  seen  by  householders  and  recorders.  Initial
investigation  showed that  as  many  as  60-70  native  wild
plants could be found in a medium-sized suburban garden.

Using existing data

For  the  third  strand  of  recording  we  shall  make  use  of
existing data,  supplemented by visits  to  interesting sites.
For  example,  the  bryologists  visited  Girton  College  in
March and found 58 species of  moss and liverwort.  The
current building boom has resulted in large imports of soil
and seeds, so we now have several  sites within the city
supporting a small Breckland flora.

One of our most interesting historical bird records is of the
Moustached  Warbler  (right)  that  was  found  breeding  in
1946 at the site of the new Cambridge North station. It was
recorded by the Cambridge Bird Club’s top birders but 60
years later in 2006 the record was rejected as experts now
conclude  it  had  been  misidentified.  Our  press  release
about this led to articles in the  Cambridge News and the
Cambridge  Independent plus  a  radio  interview  on
Cambridge 105.

If you can offer a suitable garden, or could lead one of our monthly projects or could help set up
a new recording scheme or have questions about NatHistCam or ideas on how you could get
involved please contact us: nathistcam@gmail.com

For further information, visit our website  and read our blogs. You can also follow
us on Facebook and Twitter.


