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Individual Projects - Progress

The  Mistletoe survey has recorded plants at 138 sites across the City. The most
common host trees are Lime, Hawthorn and Apple; mistletoe does not seem to like
oaks.  No Mistletoe has been recorded in Trumpington or Cherry Hinton. This seems
to match the distribution of  Mistle Thrushes, a vector of the hemi-parasite; only 6
singing territorial birds so far in 2018 and none in Trumpington or Cherry Hinton. We
suspect mistletoe is much more widespread in back garden trees, especially apple,
and here  a  principal  bird  vector  is  the  Blackcap.  The winter  survey in  2016/17
recorded  30  Blackcap  sightings  including  birds  in  Cherry  Hinton  but  none  in
Trumpington. 

Current Surreys: 

 Mammals: We are linking with the Mammal
Society and continuing our Muntjac Deer
survey and  extending to Badgers, Moles 
and Hedgehogs (dead or alive). Urban
hedgehogs have declined by 30%. A recent
survey by the BTO, who record hedgehogs
in their breeding birds survey, estimates
the UK population of 30 million in the
1950s has decreased to 1.5 million. 
 Muntjac

 Mosses  and  Liverworts: In  the
period  2010-2017  our  experts,
Mark  Hill,  Chris  Preston  and
Jonathan  Shanklin  recorded  127
moss species and 19 liverworts in
our study area. 

At  the  beginning  of  2018  the
richest 1-km squares were those
including  the  Botanic  Gardens
(85 species) and the City centre
(73 species).  Other rich squares
are  Newnham,  Coldham’s
Common and the  Cherry  Hinton
chalk  pits.  At  the  beginning  of
2018,  we  have  an average  of  29
bryophyte  species  per  1-km  square.  We  will  continue  recording  the  64
monads systematically over the next 2 years, filling in gaps. When our survey
is complete we expect an average of 40-45 species per square.

Springy Turf-moss, abundant in many lawns.



 Bee Orchids. Now is the time to look on lawns and
parklands  for  Bee  Orchid  rosettes.  Please  look
closely at your garden lawns before spring mowing
and send us your records. They have a strong blue-
grey (glaucous) appearance.

 Bee orchid rosette, Cambridge, March 2016 (Monica Frisch)

 The Rook survey will continue this spring.

Garden Survey: Urban domestic gardens occupy a substantial proportion of the
area of British towns – about 20-25% according to a study in Sheffield. They are a
notable  resource  for  wildlife  and full  of  interesting plants.  In  summer 2016,  we
developed a protocol for recording species in gardens. We are trying to spread the
gardens out so that we have only one in each 1-km square (monad). We want to
know what’s in them, on them and over them!

Sending your records

With all your records please include:

 Location – if possible a grid reference but not essential

 Date (time of day of day would be useful for nocturnal species)

 Any other notable details such as habitat and behaviour - for mistletoe on
apple the variety of apple if known.

Records can be entered onto the CPERC Environmental Records Centre recording
website by going to the NatHistCam project page  (http://www.cperc-record.org.uk/?
q=record/nathistcam-sighting  )  or you can email them to nathistcam@gmail.com.

In 2017 197 moths were recorded in a Chesterton garden. So far in 2018 the Winter
Moth and  the  similar Early  Moth are  still  on  the  wing  and  have  been  since
November. Their body fluids contain a chemical antifreeze that enables them to fly
even when the temperature drops to freezing. 

The traditional New Year’s Day hunt for plants in flower took place from Stourbridge
Common, through Chesterton and up Moss Bank to Cambridge North Station.   The
most surprising find was Lavender, growing wild – and still in flower – near the David
Lloyd Centre off Coldham’s Lane. A list of 88 species in flower were noted!

It’s worth cycling or walking along the “Snakey Path”
between Brookfield and Cherry Hinton for sightings of
very confiding Little Egrets. 

Recent  articles  in  the  i  and Times newspapers  talk
about  Ravens returning:  Black is Back. Over the last
decade breeding birds have been moving east, a few
pairs  breed in  west  Cambridgeshire;  in  2017 a  pair
were seen on the northern edge of our project area
and In February this year a pair were seen nearby over
Histon. They are March nesters and may have been
site prospecting.

Little Egret along the “Snakey Path” (Duncan McKay)

For further information, visit our website www.nathistcam.org.uk. If you can offer a suitable
garden, or could lead one of our monthly projects or could start 

an altogether new recording scheme, please let us know.
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