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A round up of some recent sightings
 
In the east of our project area Paul Rule found Asiraca clavicornis, a bug 3-4mm in
length, generally confined to the London area. There have only been 3 previous
records  from  Cambridgeshire.  Its  long  fat  antennae  with  terminal  bristles  help
recognition.

          Asiraca clavicornis (Paul Rule)          Bloody Nosed Beetle (Mary Wheater)   

Another insect rarity, the flightless Bloody Nosed Beetle, Timarcha tenebricosa was
found on April 18th in Cherry Hinton Pit. The Hairy-Footed Flower Bee, Anthophora
plumipes,  seems to have been common this spring; the Large Bee-fly  Bombylius
major, has also been recorded. This large fly is a bee mimic and nest parasite which
feeds on nectar,  especially  primroses.  The eggs are flicked by the adult  female
toward the entrance of  the underground nests of  solitary bees and wasps. After
hatching, the larvae find their way into the nests to feed on the grubs.

We are participating in a national survey of Cockchafers and would welcome any
records. Butterflies had a slow start in the cold spring but Brimstones were on time!

Purple Toothwort, Lathraea clandestina, naturalised on Coe Fen was abundant this
year.  It  is  parasitic  and  was  first  recorded  there  in  the  wild  in  1908.  In
Paradise, Butterbur,  Petasites  hybridus,  is  still  growing  where  was  recorded  by
Cambridge botanist, John Ray, over 400 years ago.

Roach or Rudd, Perch, Dace and spawning Minnows have been seen in Cherry
Hinton Brook and Water Voles seem to be flourishing here.



This year there were six rookeries with a total of 111 apparently active Rooks nests
(108 in 2017) -  in 1959-60 there were 62 rookeries with 1,158 nests in our study
area (Chris Preston).  Most are in the west of the City with a complete absence in
Trumpington and Byron’s Pool. Persecution and the loss of Elms may account for
this decline.  

Mistle  Thrushes  have  been  recorded  singing  from 31  sites  in  our  project  area;
territorial males started singing in November 2017 and some were still  singing in
May 2018. None were recorded in Cherry Histon, despite Cherry Hinton Hall being
an ideal site and this corresponds to a lack of tree-top mistletoe in Cherry Hinton.

You can now sit, with a coffee in the Market Square and watch Peregrine Falcons,
the world’s fastest flying bird. The breeding pair in the City centre have two growing
chicks.  An unusually  large flock of  about 600 Golden Plovers were recorded on
fields in the north of our project area. 

           The female Peregrine                                       Brimstone 

Surveys: We are linking with the Mammal Society and continuing our Muntjac Deer
survey and extending to Badgers, Moles and Hedgehogs (dead or alive).  A road
killed Badger was found on Madingley Road at the Grange Road Junction and a
Muntjac  deer  was  reported  in  a  back  garden  on  Mitcham’s  Corner  that  had
squeezed through an enlarged cat flap! We are extending our moth surveys with
traps in Chesterton and the Botanic Gardens. 

Records can be entered onto the CPERC Environmental Records Centre recording
or be emailed direct to our project site: nathistcam@gmail.com

Please let us know if you would like your garden surveyed – what’s in it, on it
and over it! Our plan is to survey at least one garden in each of our 64 1x1 km
squares in our project.  

For further information, visit our website www.nathistcam.org.uk. If you can
offer a suitable garden, or could lead one of our monthly projects or could

start an altogether new recording scheme, please let us know.


